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Brown vs. The Board of Education is a fundamental turning point in US history in context to segregation.  This class action lawsuit had many plaintiffs and schools involved, however the NAACP (National Association for the Advancement of Colored People) had an influence and choose Brown strategically.  The Supreme court ruled that segregation in schools is unconstitutional because segregation inherently is not equal.  Although I agree with the ruling on this case, there are minor changes that I would propose to this case to force segregation to occur faster.


The ruling of Brown vs. Board states that schools must integrate, however it specifically required that only schools were required to integrate.  It did not require the integration of other public facilities.  Other public facilities included bus seating, restaurant sections, and libraries.  These facilities were not required to integrate as a result of this legislation, and additional legislation was made through other court cases to integrate other public facilities.  I would have added a condition into the ruling stating that all government ran facilities must integrate as a result of this law.  This would have required that these facilities integrate and force more of the private facilities to also integrate.  At this time, segregation was normal, and until all government funded organizations desegregate, it will remain normal, and make school desegregation difficult because nothing else is desegregated. 

The Supreme Court’s ruling on Brown’s case has a weakness in the time required to complete integration of schools.  The ruling states “… the courts will require that the defendants make a prompt and reasonable start…” which is not specifically defined.  I would change the ruling to give schools exactly one year to fully comply with the ruling.  Schools may not have the funds set aside to comply within the specified time; however they can move funds around to comply.  Setting a compliance date is the best way to ensure that integration will happen.  As we find out, it takes almost a decade before most schools are integrated.  This is unacceptable, and the Supreme Court should have required desegregation in a specific time frame.

The 1954 ruling should have required that students attend the nearest school to their home.  Brown’s daughter was required to go over 23 blocks to a “black” school.  The sad part is, if his daughter was “white”, she could have attended a school 7 blocks away which would have been much safer to get to.  Because she was “black,” she was forced to endanger herself with many obstacles, including crossing a train yard to get to school.  Generally, the further school is away, the more dangers that are present to the student that is traveling to school.  Therefore I would have added a decision that students must attend the closest school to their home that can provide the education that they need.  Under this system, students would encounter much less risk while traveling to school, and it would also force integration of schools.  This is because with diversified schools, the schools would require truly equal funding to provide the best education to all of the students since no one would want to attend an inferior school.  


Overall, I agree with the Brown vs. Board of Education ruling by the U.S. Supreme Court.  I however do not agree with the timeframe the Supreme Court set for this case because it allowed for segregation in society to last into the 1960’s before dieing.  I also wish that it would have required the segregation of all government ran organizations because that would have eliminated some future Supreme Court rulings.
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